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Planning for the Future of Floyd, County and Town

Floyd County and the Town of Floyd are beginning their comprehensive planning process, a strategic effort led by the Floyd-Floyd County Planning Commission in which County and Town residents and leaders look ahead up to 30 years and think about what we want our community to be at that time. “The three basic questions to be answered are,” according to Lydeana Martin, the County’s community and economic development director, “What do we want to maintain? What do we want to be different? How do we accomplish that together starting now?”

Required by State Code, the plan is a guide to facilitate “orderly development.”According to Mark A. Sowers, Chairman of the Planning Commission,  “This is an important opportunity to think about the land and natural resources, physical development, and the closely related community needs and character. Everyone in the community is welcomed to share their ideas and input in the coming weeks and months. Our new comprehensive plan needs to be a plan that works and plans for Floyd & Floyd County and its citizens. So come out and voice your opinion. Our county is a special place and this process will help us keep it that way in the future.” 
To help inform this process, background information is being compiled especially regarding land, natural resources, and the local economy. Here are a few quick land-related facts:

· The number of farms in the County reported on the Census of Agriculture for 2007 was 864, up from 829 in 2002, though the number of farm acres decreased by 6,439 acres (5 percent reduction).

· In the last 9 years, there have been a little over 1,800 building permits issued for new homes in the County.

· In the last 5.5 years, land subdivisions have carved nearly 1,000 new parcels in the County.

 “What surprises many people is that typically in rural Virginia, residential property receives somewhat more dollars in local services--such as education, public safety, solid waste management,--than it pays in local taxes,” according to Martin. “Whereas businesses tend to pay somewhat more in taxes than they receive in services.” So, it becomes extremely challenging financially, then, when residential growth outpaces business growth. Part of this process, then, is identifying ways to help increase the number of clean, sustainable businesses.”

Here are a few local, economy – related facts:

· According to the last Census, 57% of the County’s labor force commutes out of the County to work. This is expensive in many ways—the cost of gas and time to the worker, as well as the loss of local retail sales as they do much of their shopping nearer their place of work. 

· Wages earned by those who work inside Floyd County continue to be among the lowest in Virginia. The average weekly wage in Floyd County in 2008 was $523, according to the Virginia Employment Commission, compared to the Virginia average of $953. The local sector with the highest average weekly wages was information services, at $983; the local sector with the lowest average weekly wages was leisure and hospitality at $282.

· The current unemployment rate (August 2009) in Floyd County is 7.2 percent, compared with 6.5 in Virginia and 9.6 in the nation. While unemployment is spread across most sectors, it is most prevalent in the production and construction sectors.

· The number of business establishments increased by 91 from early 2004 to early 2009 (from 287 to 378). In a similar time span, the number of people employed in the county increased by 145 (from 2,482 in the first quarter of 2003 to 2,627 in the first quarter of 2009.) Taken together, these numbers suggest that most new businesses are very small, with about 1.5 employees each.

Beyond the background data being gathered, ideas that have been shared and documented from other efforts (such as the recent New River Valley Vision 2020 meeting in Floyd) are being compiled to involve as many ideas and people as possible. If your civic group, non-profit or business has identified future goals, or wishes to, please contact a Planning Commission member (see list below) or Lydeana Martin to share your ideas.  Even if you have not formally documented goals or concerns yet, the Planning Commission will be calling on civic and governmental groups to appoint a liaison to participate in the comprehensive planning process.

In the coming months, the Planning Commission will host community input meetings around the County to welcome ideas and questions from everyone. After that, the Planning Commission with help from the New River Valley Planning District Commission and County staff, will pull the ideas together into a draft plan. It will be made available to the community for review and also sent to the Town Council and Board of Supervisors to consider adopting. While the Plan is generally a guide rather than a law, any future infrastructure to be built by the County or Town must be included in the plan.

The Planning Commission meets every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Floyd County Administration Building (120 West Oxford.) All meeting are open to the public and citizens are invited to attend any and all meetings and learn more about this and other work of the Planning Commission. The Planning Commissioners, who are appointed by the Board of Supervisors are, Mark Sowers, Larry Petrie, Fred Gerald, Connie Harmon, Evelyn Janney, Robert Shelor and Karla Turman. For more information on how to get involved early, please talk to a Planning Commissioner call or email Lydeana Martin at 745-9300 or lmartin@floydcova.org.
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