BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

ADJOURNED MEETING

MARCH 31, 2005

At an adjourned meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Floyd County, Virginia, held on Thursday, March 31, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtroom of the Floyd County Courthouse, thereof;

PRESENT: David W. Ingram, Chairman; J. Fred Gerald, Vice Chairman; Diane B. Belcher, Jerry W. Boothe, Kerry W. Whitlock, Board Members; George W. Nester, County Administrator; Terri W. Morris, Assistant County Administrator.

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the reading of the handicapping statement.

The County Administrator read the call for the first public hearing on the proposed FY06 real estate tax rate at $0.52/$100, with all other rates remaining at the FY05 rates.  He commented that this will go into effect July 1, 2005, but will also affect the June 5, 2005 payment.

The Chairman called for comments from the audience.

Alvis S. and Mary Lou Kelley - We want it to be known that we object to the increased assessment of our property.  The reason that I am telling you this is, I had a piece of ground over there, across from me, that it would be hard to get to, and I would have to get a right-of-way all the way through from Kelley Drive, all the way through our place to get to it, nobody around wants to buy it.  Well, I went with the assessor, Mr. Don Thomas.  In 2001, I came up to the Board of Equalization and it was like talking to that blank wall over there.  You could almost hear them giggle when we left.  I understand that this year, the same thing happened to a man up here in Floyd too.  He heard them laughing when he left.  Now, when Mr. Don Thomas looked at tract number 83, he said it was assessed too high in value.  But he appraised it approximately $835/acre more than it was in 2001, for this year.  It is now assessed at $2100/acre which is right much for that far away over there, that you can’t get to.  We talked to a really blank wall that day, and we wonder why tract number 85, beside of Route 640, is assessed on an average of $2074/acre, this is not fair, it is on Franklin Pike.  We wonder if the assessors company makes more money if they assess the property at an extremely high value so it will benefit the County more.  Do you Supervisors put the assessments out on bid, or is there some agreement with the Wingate Company?  I know that they have assessed Floyd County for the last three or four assessments.  This is something for the citizens of Floyd County to think about.  As elected Supervisors, you should try to get the Virginia Code 100% value changed, or have you thought to try?  In The Floyd Press, November 11, 2004, Mr. Zachary Hickman and Mr. Jon Ratner, had some wonderful ideas that you Supervisors should put into motion.  I suggest that you get that issue and pay attention to what these citizens suggested.  You should give some consideration to the native Floyd County citizens who have lived all their lives on property that belonged to their great-grandfathers, their grandfathers, their fathers, and they now own.  Just because someone comes from another State or area and pays an out-of-reason price for property adjoining them, let the buyer pay the increased higher tax, not the Floyd County native.  In the last reassessment, our property has increased since 1995, $158,900.  Why does the County government need more money?  In 2004, the Virginia Lottery gave $4.8 million to the public schools, 60% of this went for basic aid for schools, and Floyd County received $306,044 and other payments, stated Charles Pyle, in The Roanoke Times on Friday, March 25, 2005.  The State takes care of the roads and money from the gas tax and Federal allotments come in, or they try to anyway.  The Postal Service is Federally financed, the State largely supports the Sheriff’s Office and other County offices to some extent.  The County departments will always submit a budget higher than they really need.  Please have the backbone to say, re-do your budget and give the taxpayers a break.  Even at $0.40/$100, most taxpayers will pay more this year.  Next year, you’ll want to raise the $0.52/$100 again to a higher rate as you’ve always done in the past.  I thank you.

Bill Crabtree - I wish I’d been last.  I agree that taxes are a genuine burden for myself and all these folks here.  But at the same time, last year I was steaming mad as a lot of folks are this year.  However, I wrote a letter to the editor and they published it.  It took me a while to calm down, and in thinking about it, I realize that we’re all in this situation together.  Today, I paid $2.08/gallon for gasoline.  I’m not at all happy about that either.  To make a long story short, last year I spent some time with you Board of Supervisors folks.  I came to about seven meetings to try to find out what goes on there, and see what you folks do.  And quite frankly, I feel that you are doing the best job that you can.  Might not get a lot of support for that position tonight but I would challenge you folks to join me at the next meeting.  I think since I went those seven times, there was one lady there for a couple of hours and left, but the rest of the time it is Roger and myself.  The Floyd Press reporter.  I have to say that I appreciate the fact that you folks are doing some things that other Counties don’t seem to get the light.  You folks have started a paid rescue squad and done away with Carilion, something which will save the County money over the long haul.  And something that is provided for the citizens now that most of these Counties don’t have, a lot of folks don’t realize those volunteers work by day and are generally not in our area.  So, during the day you could call Floyd County and not get a response, today you get somebody.  I appreciate that.  A few other items that I appreciate are the fact that there are people who volunteer and do that kind of job.  I wish I had a suggestion for you tonight about lowering tax rates, because it hurts me as well.  In fact, I would probably trade my tax bill with 75% of the people in this room.  Its pretty high.  But the fact of the matter is, if we plan to educate the kids, have fire and rescue, and sadly, pay all the mandates that the State and Federal government put on you folks that we have to pay each year, I realize that taxes have to go up.  In 1996, the taxes for Floyd County was $15, 506,000.  Fortunately, we’ve had people move in from out of State and have bought property here, which has expanded the tax base.  Sadly, I wasn’t born in Floyd County but I live here now and I happen to like the County and plan to stay.  I suspect I’ll continue to pay higher taxes, I’m hoping that the rate of increase can be held to a minimum.   Thanks.

Galen Huff - my taxes has doubled, all my real estate has doubled.  I don’t know where you get that 33% at.  My figures here, it don’t come up to that.  David Ingram told me that you can’t believe a word that you read in The Floyd Press, and I went and told Roger that.  So, evidently it must be true.  Some other things he told me that turned out to not be true.  And, I’m like the other gentlemen, I went to check on my taxes, and they kind of looked at the wall when I left.  They didn’t come down none.  I’ve went every year, every year they laugh at me when you go out the door.  I told him not to set foot back on my property again without my permission.  I’ve got him on tape going on it anyway.  Really, all the assessors are doing, how they really get it done, is in church parking lots.  That’s where you see all them sitting.  They ain’t out there looking at the property, none of them.  You can look at all the taxes, and other people around me that I’ve looked at.  They are all being done in a parking lot somewhere.  I think since the way everything is turning out here, I’m going to be like a lot of others David, and ask you to resign.  And George Nester, I don’t think we need him any more.  

Daniel Vest - I might not have time to get through all of this, but I’ll go through the bullets and the highlights.  My question here tonight is, why are the only public meetings that accommodate the majority of the population, like here at 7:00, after the fact meetings?  After the County government has already committed the taxpayers to debt.  Why not advertise and have the real meetings at the times when the public can attend?  I believe you know why.  You don’t want our input.  Special interests already have your ear and we’d be a hindrance to your agenda.  At the last after the fact meeting for input on raising taxes last year, a multi-million dollar school renovation had already begun, construction phase was in place, and then we call a public meeting to raise taxes.   Bear in mind now, I’m not against education.  Education is the future of our society, and our culture here in Floyd, and we deserve it.  But I do protest being left out of the process.  This seems very backward to me unless you really want to circumvent your constituents.  In the last public meeting, Mr. George Nester stated that Floyd County had been discovered.  Mr. Nester also stated that residential growth is a burden to the tax base and agricultural investment is not.  What has been done in the past year to curtail speculative development in this County?  Farmland is being bought up and now lays idle, waiting on development.  It seems logical to me that the speculators and developers need to share a larger portion of the taxes since they are responsible for increasing property values for their neighbors.  One only takes the time, and I encourage everyone to do this, go up to the Commissioner of Revenue’s office and look at the tax assessments on your property and your neighbor’s property, you will find a huge disparity on property values bordering each other.  The Board of Equalization for the County should be called the Board of Unjust Taxes, in my opinion.  How can they allow, and this is on my Mom’s farm, how can they allow pasture land to be valued at $10,000/acre and one fence post away, the neighbor’s land is valued at $3500/acre.  This is unjust and simply another example of good ole boy politics in this County.  Everyone needs to go and look at their tax assessments very closely and then look at other closely located and comparable properties.  You would be astonished at the degree of disparity.  Floyd County still has the reputation and notation of being one of the cleanest Counties but I fear that this title will be short lived, looking at the rate of uncontrolled growth that we are experiencing.  Furthermore, I do not believe that any meaningful policy will be drafted to address our sprawl problem until we remove the conflict of interest that exists where key County officials are allowed to hold a contractor’s license and build houses in this County.  I spoke to the Board of Contractors about this issue, they stated that many Counties do not allow this, why do we?  We should do what’s right and shy away from anything that might be potentially compromise the public’s faith in the government.  Just because an issue is perfectly legal does not make it necessarily ethical or the right thing to do.  How much has the County actually spent in the last ten years on spec buildings?  I think the total dollar amount would be staggering.  Have they even paid for themselves?  Where is the cost/benefit analysis?  

Kirsten Vest - I just have a couple of comments.  One, to kind of give a little more detail to the one thing that Danny said about his mother’s land.  The piece in question, and the reason that we didn’t do anything about this, is that she actually didn’t tell us about this, we didn’t know about this until actually this past weekend.   There is a tract of land on her farm that is 7.5 acres, it is a separate tax map parcel, and it borders on Shawsville Pike and there was one piece of that land, one acre of that land, that is listed at $10,000/acre.  The other 6.5 acres is listed at $2000/acre.  The reason that $10,000/acre was portioned out, she was told, was because it was a good building site.  My question is, as was similar to the first gentleman who spoke, what exactly were these appraisers tasked to do?  And, are they taking advantage of elderly people, or someone who may not have as much knowledge of real estate?  To me, that’s just not, it shouldn’t have been allowed.  What gave him the right to go and look at this property and section off a one acre parcel of it and say, oh, that looks like a good home site.  I’ll make that one $10,000 and then the rest of it is $2000/acre.  And as Danny said, the neighbors next door, the next property just a fence away, is $3000-3500/acre.  And then right across Shawsville Pike, our neighbor’s farm has pasture land, and its $3000 or $3500/acre.  And even its totally open and beautiful, there were no home sites found there for $10,000/acre.  And, I just think that this is something that, as has been said already, that people need to go and look at, again.  And maybe we can’t do anything about it now, because the Board of Equalization has already met and heard everybody.  But, on the other hand, if we make enough noise, maybe we can do something about it.  Its time that all of us as citizens stop being apathetic, and start getting involved, and looking at things that are going on around us, and letting our voices be heard and making a difference.  And just one more thing that I wanted to say about the increase.  For example, using my mother-in-law’s property, for old tax assessment to the new tax assessment with no tax rate increase, was a 54% increase in the value of the land.  If you add the new tax rate, it gives an effective rate of 71% increase in the taxes that she’s going to pay from one year to the next because of the appraisal raising and then raising the tax up on top of that.  If you need to raise the taxes, I would urge you at least, to not do it all in one fell swoop.  Give us a chance to breathe, give these people who’ve lived in this County their entire lives, and have the land that their ancestors lived on all their lives, be able to keep it and not sell it, to the developers and the land pimps, as I like to call them.

Thomas Daly - I’m one of those imports that a lot of people have been talking about.  Just listening to the people is great, I can see the passions there and I hope you folks can see it as well.  I guess just what I hear here today is that confusion on the process of appraising.  Now what I saw when I came to my lovely house was a yellow sticker.  It stayed on my door for about two days before I took it down.  I have no idea what process is involved, and I don’t think most of us really do, its so confusing.  Then all of a sudden you get an increase, from what I’m hearing, in the magnitude size of percentage.  That even adds to the frustration, anger and confusion.  So, I’m going to ask you folks, up there, you have means to communicate to this lovely public here.  Why don’t you then, document, this is how we appraise.  Let the community come in and question, well, could we make it a little bit more standard.  Because I think there is a heck of a lot of subjectiveness within this process.  So, its up to you folks, you up there, to make sure that the confusion is eliminated by making it clear.  How can you do that?  For one thing, you have a very nice website.  You can publish it.  This is our method for appraisal.  Lets try to take the subjectiveness out, so maybe if we do that, you won’t see such huge increases in the tax rate.  I just don’t understand that.  And especially the people who’ve lived here for many generations of family.  I come from an area in Detroit where that doesn’t exist.  And if you want to end up like Detroit, just continue what you’re doing.  That’s all I have to say.

Steve Cutter - I guess this isn’t the time to ask questions?

Mr. Ingram - we don’t answer question during public hearings, no sir.  You can pose the questions and we will answer them later.

Mr. Cutter - is there ever an opportunity to ask questions of you all regarding taxes?

Mr. Ingram - we all are in the phone book.

Mr. Cutter - so its on an individual basis.  A couple of suggestions that I have that might be helpful, I guess only one.  It seems awkward when property and your taxes go up double, or 40-50%, whatever, some of these people have been talking about doubled taxes.  Some of those people might have to sell their property to pay the taxes.  If they don’t sell this time, they might have to sell the next time.  One way to get around that is to freeze the tax rate on a percentage increase per year.  Say a person’s taxes can’t go up more than 3-5%, or a certain percentage.  Then when the property is sold, the new people that come in would pay the current rate so the existing homeowners would be able to keep their property, and in some cases, we’re talking generations here.  Its really a sad state of affairs to have to sell your property to pay taxes after you’ve been here a long time.  I come from an area where this is done, the property appreciates very fast and in order to keep people from having to sell their property, their tax rate is increased in a measured amount every year, it can’t go above 3% or 5%, or whatever, it is equitable.   Maybe that is something that you all could consider.

Susan Icove - I actually came here for the second half of the meeting but just thought I could give you another opinion, of a different sort, and that is, I am in support of the $0.52.  I want to give you guys the courage to go ahead with it, but implore you to be creative in how you can suit the needs of both the needs of the people who have been here for such a long time and can’t afford the increase, and to other people who still would yet not sell their property for the new assessed value.  I have spoken to many people who did object to their assessed value, yet still wouldn’t consider that price for selling it, it was still too low.  I just wanted to give you another point of view, and that was to be creative in how you can perhaps keep the $0.52, keep the assessed values, obviously, go ahead and it seems like there does need to be more attention given to people and their assessments in some kind of sub-committee, you could help people go through that process.  But have the courage to do it.  Thank you very much.

After no further comments on this subject, the Chairman declared the Public Hearing closed.

The Chairman next called for the public hearing on the proposed FY06 budget.

The County Administrator read the call for the public hearing.  He commented that the County has received the proposed budget for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005, the total amount being $27,465,111.  As stated earlier, the budget is predicated on a $0.52 rate on real estate, all other levies and fees remain the same under the proposed budget.  Some of the key items in the budget this year include the creation of a debt reserve fund and also the establishment of a paid emergency medical services program.  The budget has been presented and has been balanced.  I leave the matter for the Board and public consideration.

Alvis Kelley - a lot of it could be cut, I’m sure.  The people, as I said, submit budgets that they don’t expect to get, I’m sure.  I know you all do a good job trying to figure this thing out, but these people can cut a little bit.  If the farmer has to cut, he has to sell his cattle and he has to lose his cattle to storms, lose his cattle to disease and everything, its hard on the farmer, its hard on the people that have the land to make it, and I think that these people should understand to cut a little bit.  They can’t cut all of them, but I know they can cut a little bit.  They can make the budget a little smaller.

Chris Bentley - I am a teacher at Willis Elementary.  I’m an import here too, not knowing the area as much, I asked around to find out what kind of things have been done in the past.  I realized that this Board has been a progressive Board, they have supported the Floyd County public schools, and because of that, we are a very technologically advanced school, all of our schools are fully accredited, however, there are still many more things we can do.  For example, at Willis we share one aide for four grades, so many projects that the teachers would undertake, we cannot, because we can’t find the time to grade or make copies or whatnot.  Also, at Willis we proposed a center to help children with profound emotional and physical handicaps and without proper funding from the County, these needs will go unmet.  The children in this County are going to face a lot of challenges in front of them.  They are going to grow up and they are going to be tackling the terrorism and Social Security problems, the ever-mounting political polarization of the nation.  That’s is why you must fund public schools adequately.  I urge you to make any amendments, constructions, whatever provisions you need in this year’s budget, so we can do so.  We owe it to them, the Dillons, the Codys and the Madisons sitting in the classrooms right now.  We owe it to them to start them out with a strong foundation so they can meet these challenges in the world.  I believe the children in the classrooms will grow up to be the farmers and the builders in this County and they are not cattle, and we cannot cut them.  Thank you.

Molly Cox - I am the Librarian at Floyd County High School and I’m also a member of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library Board.  First, I want to thank you for your support of libraries in Floyd County.  As you know, the High School students in Floyd County have recently benefitted from the newly expanded library.  And the students truly love that new facility.  The Montgomery-Floyd Library Board is asking for your support for a similar benefit for all the citizens in Floyd County.  The present library opened its doors in 1986, about 20 years ago.  In that twenty years, the County has grown and the needs of its citizens have changed.  As the population has grown, the community has gotten more diverse and the demands on the library have increased.  Its not just about books, its about computers and dvd’s, audio cassettes, and video tapes, and its about the quality of life for all citizens in Floyd County.  For the past two years, there has been a group of citizens interested in raising funds to expand the library.  Numerous options have been looked at, but expanding at the existing site has always been the first option.  As you know, Thompson and Litton recently completed the geo-technical engineering report funded by the County.  And the study determined that the current library site is suitable for expansion.  The total cost for the expansion is estimated at $1.2 million.  What would you get for $1.2 million?  We get an addition that would come close to doubling the size of the library, we get a newly expanded children’s area, a more appealing area for teens, we get an expansion of local history and genealogy.  The expansion would make the library more accessible to citizens with disabilities.  A particularly exciting idea is a new computer lab.  If you visit the library any day or any time, I can tell you all the computers are being used and there are people standing in line.  A lab could be used for computer training as well as partnering with local colleges for distance education.  Within the last few days, an exciting opportunity has come up that might allow us to proceed a little quicker with plans to expand the library.  Yesterday, County and library staff met with the Area Director of the USDA Rural Community Development Program.  According to the information from this meeting, the County qualifies to apply for a loan to cover the cost of the library project.  I will assure that the Library Board and the Library Foundation is fully committed to fund-raising to support the library expansion.  There is tremendous community support and interest in this project and once the initial design phase has been completed, an active fund drive will begin.  I would like to make one last comment before closing.  As you know, the Floyd branch is the only library in the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library system that is being run with part-time staff.  Its truly amazing that the services that they are doing, the jobs that they are doing as part-time staff.  Perhaps this USDA Rural Development loan opportunity will allow you to use part of that $30,000 set aside for the library expansion, to make the two Co-Managers full time.  It really is the right thing to do.  Again, I want to thank you for the opportunity to speak and thank you for your support of libraries in Floyd County.

Thomas Daly - Mr. Import again.  I have an interesting idea.  We try to help in this country, a lot of different groups.  The nice thing about Floyd County, at least I thought, that this is what we are seeing in this country that is really becoming decimated.  My wife is from Iowa and the small farm is suffering, suffering bad.  Maybe you people could be a little creative within your budget, and you could try to help these farmers.  Times are hard for small farmers.  Corporate farmers no, but the small farmers, times are hard.  Me, as a taxpayer, I would like to see something like that.  At least discussed.  Let’s try to help our farmers in this area if we can.

Olin Griffin - I’m also on the Montgomery-Floyd Regional Library Board of Trustees.  I just wanted to emphasize what Molly has spoken of.  The library is used more than ever, our readership is high.  The amount of material is more than ever, and we are running out of space.  We want to appeal to you if you will partner with the library system and sign up for the 40-year loan.  We’ll do our best to raise funds to supplement that.  We’ll look forward to a new, expanded library, and I’m sure we’ll have more usage too.  As the years go by and more people come into Floyd County, it will be used more.  You know the bookmobile is a thing of the past, people will use the library more, because the bookmobile is just not being used.  We do need the consideration of adding two full-time employees to our staff.  It is amazing at the work that is being done in that library by part-time help.  We really need the support of the Supervisors in funding this.  I appreciate it.  You folks do a fine job and we support you.

Mary Stratton - I’m here to speak for the library also.  I speak as a volunteer in working with Friends of the Library.  We try to support the program by doing money-raising projects and by bringing speakers to the community.  But, the amazing thing is that that library is a melting pot for this whole County.  People, all kinds of people, use that library.  It is now half the size it should be to accommodate all the people that use it.  I wish to encourage the Supervisors to keep in the budget, the $30,000 that has been set aside so that we can promote, we’ve already financed the investigation of the land to know that we can build on it.  So, we need a program for architects and engineers design that we can present to the public so that we can carry on with our fund raising on our own.  Thank you.

Reba Goff - I live in Floyd County, I have lived in Floyd County all my life, and I have taught in Floyd County schools for 26 years.  My daughter was educated in the Floyd County schools.  I am in my fifth year as President of the Floyd County Education Association.  I have actively followed the School Board and County budgets.  I, and many of my FCEA members here tonight, are distressed by your plan to level fund Floyd County schools for the second year in a row.  I have discussed the County and School Board budgets with Mr. Ingram.  He has explained many of your positions for the level funding.  I know that the State Board of Education sends this Board a number of minimum funding requirements.  I also know that you have been exceeding that total by several hundred thousand dollars.  The State Board of Education’s numbers are based on the Virginia Standards of Quality.  You and I know that even the General Assembly’s own commission appointed to study the cost of the Standards of Quality, reported that the State was grossly under-funding Virginia public schools.  Shame on our State legislators for not addressing their discrepancy in their budget.  My colleagues and I have met with the State leaders to inform them of their lack of leadership to fully fund the Standards of Quality.  Now, you plan to under-fund the School Board’s budget as presented?  As I have said earlier, I have been teaching in Floyd County schools for 26 years.  I know how minimum funding impacted my students and me.  It hasn’t been that many years ago that I had 36 7th graders in my home room.  We had to hang coats on nails around the room because we had no storage space.  It was wall to wall students.  I did the best that I could do.  I have been around long enough to see the long-term effects of the over-crowded classrooms and unmet needs.  I know now why they did not appreciate their education experience.  I understand now why my students in the past did not receive the quality and attention from the teachers or other support staff when they needed it.  I know now because I have their children in my classes.  You, the Floyd County Board of Supervisors, have been progressive and taken many financial risks to get where you are today.  However, your job is not done.  I have 17 students in my class now, which is manageable.  My students are proud of their school, and they are excited about coming to school.  I have technology assistance, on good days.  I have a teaching assistant for 50 minutes a day for 14 special ed students.  I have to spend over $700/year for materials to support my classroom instruction.  I am sure you don’t want to hear about lack of classroom space still at the high school and Check Elementary.  There is still much more to be done.  The main message here is that level funding is not acceptable.  You need to fund the School Board’s budget as presented.

Steven Cutter - I just had one more suggestion.  These leaflets that you passed out, regarding the proposed budget, if we could see and compare to last year and the year before, so we could see where the increases are, collectively and individually on the budgets, and the revenue, we might be able to give you better feedback on where the money is spent.

Susan Icove - I came here tonight to support the library as well, but also wanted to give my whole-hearted support to the educators of our community and funding them would be greatly appreciated.

Jim Kline - thank you so much for the opportunity to address the Board.  As a concerned Floyd County High School teacher, I have observed the School Board budget process with increasing interest for several years.  As an active Floyd County Education Association and Virginia Education Association member, I’ve had many conversations with teachers around the State.  It is remarkable how often I come away from those conversations feeling lucky to teach in Floyd County.  I’m proud of our staff and our schools.  I know our students are receiving a quality education.  I’m proud of the job that our Superintendent and School Board members have done in identifying our needs and responding to the demands of increased accountability and technological upgrades.  For too many years, the Virginia General Assembly has neglected the needs of our public schools.  In January of this year, the Joint Legislative and Audit Review Commission asserted that the Commonwealth is between $875,000,000 and $937,000,000 behind in funding the Standards of Quality.  This lack of funding clearly places an unfair burden on localities and I’m especially proud of the role played by the Floyd County Board of Supervisors in funding our schools in this fashion of neglect by the State.  Last year we learned that the relentless burden of school support in Floyd County had drained the surplus.  There would be no additional funding available for the schools.  Fortunately, the General Assembly took a bold step and produced the revenue needed to begin addressing the unmet needs of public education in Virginia.  The positive effect of this was immediate and wide-spread while the burden was equally wide-spread and slight.  During the prolonged budget debate, I repeatedly asked my legislators to raise my taxes because I knew the money would go for the best possible reason, the education of our kids.  I am one of many Floyd County teachers who commute from neighboring Counties.  But I’ve dedicated 21 to this profession and to the children of Floyd County, I’ve never taught anywhere else.  I believe that gives me a stake.  I gladly pay my Montgomery County taxes because I see the benefits around my home, especially in the schools.  The taxpayers of Floyd County have only to visit their schools to know that their taxes are well spent.  All school facilities have received additional space to keep pace with the increased demands.  Staffing improvements have resulted in greater attention to our students needs.  Teacher and staff salaries, while still below the State average, are improved and are progressing toward that target.  Thank you so much for listening.  Please do what is best for our kids.  Please do what you must to produce the revenue needed to support our schools.  Thank you so much.

After no further comments from the audience, the Chairman declared the Public Hearing closed.

On a motion of Supervisor Boothe, seconded by Supervisor Whitlock, and unanimously carried, it was resolved to adjourn.

Supervisor Boothe - aye

Supervisor Belcher - aye

Supervisor Whitlock - aye

Supervisor Gerald - aye

Supervisor Ingram - aye    
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